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W the women were Sex and the City types, 
prone to brunches laced with innuendo-
laden conversation, short skirts, and full-
to-the-brim cosmos. Last, I had a vision 
of them as chop-busting, hard-nosed 
shrews, unwilling to be hemmed in by 
gender expectations and frequently 
referred to as a word that rhymes with 

“witch” by male and female colleagues 
alike. 

I discovered after our hour-long 
meeting that the women of Taber Estes 
are not so handily stereotyped. Three of 

The Good Ol’
Girls Club

Four female attorneys 
left the security of a large fi rm 

to start their own practice. 
And make no mistake—

it’s kind of a big deal.
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THE BEST LAWYERS IN DALLAS

while preparing for my interview with jane taber, 
Dawn Estes, Jessica Thorne, and Lori Carr, I had a few pre-
conceived notions about what they might be like. The former 
partners at Gardere Wynne Sewell in Dallas opened their 
own practice—Taber Estes Thorne & Carr—a little more than 
three months ago.

One: that the ladies had created a touchy-feely, kid-friendly 
pseudo-day care, where a pacifi er or a bouncy seat was as 
commonplace as case fi les or law books. Second—and this one 
might have been infl uenced by my male co-workers—was that 
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WOMAN TO WOMAN:  
Lori Carr, Jessica Thorne, 
Dawn Estes, and Jane 
Taber recently opened up 
one of the few female-
owned law firms around.
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